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Dear Friends, 
 

This fall we 
welcomed Brennan 
Cofiell as our new 
Middle School 
teacher. Brennan 
holds a Masters in 
Teaching for Social 
Justice from 
Marlboro College in 
Vermont. Before 

settling into the classroom, he earned a J.D. from 
California Western School of Law in San Diego and is 
a licensed attorney by the State Bar of California. 
While pursuing legal work in Southern California, 
Brennan worked extensively in youth development 
with a focus on education, adventure, and 
empowerment. His teaching philosophy is borrowed 
from Frederick Douglass, who preferred “to build 
strong children, than repair broken men” and with 
that in mind, he left a criminal defense trajectory for 
Social Studies classrooms in his native New England. 
Brennan speaks three languages, has resided on four 
continents and loves living in the Green Mountain 
National Forest. When not teaching in the 
classroom, you can find him snowboarding, 
mountain biking, and kayaking in the mountains and 
rivers of Southern Vermont.  
 

     
         Math mandala (detail) by Kelly, age 13 

 
 

 
Dragons!         by Jacob, age 6  

 
 
I’m also delighted to share that we were the 
recipient of a ‘Whole Foods Kids Foundation Garden 
Grant” for our edible garden project. Activity began 
last spring with students starting seeds for popcorn, 
sunflowers, marigolds and sugar baby pumpkins. 
Once the weather warmed, the seedlings were 
planted in raised beds along with potatoes and 
onions – all with an eye towards harvesting for 
school snack and the school’s annual Thanksgiving 
feast.  
 

With the 
help of a 
garden 
coordinator 
(one of the 
school’s 
great parent 
volunteers), 
the students 
also planted 

a pollinator garden. In the classroom, students 
learned about the growing cycle, composting, 
companion plants, why pollinators, when and how to 
harvest, in addition to participating in the fun of 
preparing what they grow. 
 
Happy Fall! 
Meg 
 
 

 

 
and Ensor, age 5 
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South Group Fire Study and Camping with Quena 

South Group has been investigating fire. This study 

expanded with the science of fire and fire building, 

shelter construction and nature observations of 

plants and wildlife. On a cold October night the 

group set up tents and dug a fire pit for camp 

cooking and meal preparation. They observed the 

night sky in October and the next day, after a hearty 

breakfast, they hiked the adjacent Robert Frost trail 

to observe local plants and wildlife.   

 
Jessica and Quena leading scone baking over an open fire.  

 

At school I want to feel ...  

 
Martha, age 10 

 

 
Jacob, age 6 

 

 
Fire and candle study by Ben, age 7 

 

 
Shell study by Everett, age 6  

 

 

 

 
Beth, age 11 

 

 
Marlo, age 8 
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Bulletin notes from Brennan 

South and Middle School students attended 
‘The National Players’ performance of the Jules 
Verne classic, Around the World in 80 Days. The 
performance ties into many strands being 
investigated by both South Group and Middle 
School in their curricula. For example, South 
Group has been discussing time zones, degrees 
and globe size in math, while Middle School is 
following journalist Paul Salopek’s 21,000 mile 
walk around the world from Ethiopia to 
Patagonia.  
 

 
by Shiloh, age 5 

 

Writing and Drawing ...  

 
People are seeing the Redwood for the first time. 

Lillian, age 5 
 

 

 

In my woods there is a really old truck. My mom and 
dad think that people used to roll their old cars down 
the hill when they broke down. We also have an old 
car. The car is on a slope by the stream, and inside 
the car there’s lots of porcupine quills. We have seen 
a porcupine down there before and it is really cute. 
Last winter, the porcupine came up to our house and 
then climbed up to the top of one of our pine 
saplings, and chewed half of the branches off. We 
haven't seen him in awhile, but I know he is still out 
there. There is at least two of them anyway. 

Gianna, age 12, drawing & describing her neighborhood 

 
 
 
 

 
Once there was a place called natureville. It was a green 
village. Part was in the trees and part was underground. 

Matthew age 8 
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‘Speech Graduation – 2018’ (excerpts) 
by Jessica Howard, Founding Teacher 
 
 

... I see this moment as chance to discuss with 
you some aspect of the school’s founding ideas 
or principles, a chance to share a musing on 
something that seems important in the school’s 
mission. Without those standards there would 
be no school as we know it. We are all busy, 
making choices for town, or what to read next, 
or a sewing project, or a building, or thinking 
about what to study, and how to get our 
Independent Studies finished, or what to cook, 
that it is easy to forget the reasons and meaning 
for all that activity. I think I say this every year, 
but no harm in that: sometimes we need to 
take a moment, stop all the activity, breathe, 
and look back, or in, at what lies beneath, what 
supports us. Graduation is one such moment... 
 
Remember that idea I have spoken about the 
last few years? Democracy is freedom of 
thought in action? Well, the making of choices 
is in fact the action referred to. It is the capacity 
and opportunity to make choices that signifies 
freedom. 
 
Making choices: having you make choices is one 
of our core values and processes as an 
institution. Having the opportunity and capacity 
to make choices is the essence of freedom. And 
freedom, your freedom, is one of our goals. We 
hope to ‘liberate your full capacity’ (as it says in 
our mission statement) in the interests of your 
freedom. So we insist you make choices, even 
when it is hard. Part of your journey here is 
learning to make and live with choices that 
matter to you. 
 
... all our choices are made in the context of a 
group, whether we recognize it or not. The  
 
 

 
 
 
 
group we try to develop here is one not only of 
respectful process, but also of generosity and  
kindness. A group like that, one that strives to 
have structures of respect, but also the 
flexibility of kindness and generosity is a group 
in which your, our, the human species, greatest 
freedom can be achieved. It means we have to 
accept some restrictions in exchange for the 
safety and support that lets us fly high. Sort of a 
paradox.  
 
Some of you may notice that somehow, no 
matter where I start my thought I tend to end 
up thinking about this balancing act of human 
existence. There are at least two reasons for 
that: one, of course, this is an issue that 
interests me both as a teacher and as a citizen; 
but I am willing to assert that another reason I 
end up with this issue, of how to balance our 
individual freedoms, our choices, with the 
demands of group structure and stability and 
how the two support each other, is because this 
is the fundamental question of our times.  
 
... Here in this place we strive to create 
circumstances in which you can learn to 
maximize your ability to make choices 
thoughtfully and productively to be your 
wonderful self, and also understand the 
importance of group structures that are 
respectful, orderly, but kind and generous. 
... To me, you, and all of you, are the gift we 
give the world, our small effort to help heal in a 
time that sorely needs healing. We love you, 
and are sad to see you go, but glad to be 
sending out into the world such vibrant 
thoughtful citizens. 


